Law of the Sea
Marine Scientific Research

: A revised guide to the implementation of the
« relevant provisions of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea

@

United Nations

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea
Office of Legal Affairs



Foreword
Introduction

Contents

Part [
Provisions of the Convention related to marine scientific research ........

A,

- nom

Brief legislative history of the provisions of the Convention related to
marine scientific research
1. The 1958 Geneva Conventions
2. Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Seabed and the Ocean Floor
Beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction (“Seabed Committee™) .....
3. Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the 5ea .cvrircsiierranns

General aspects of marine scientific research under the Convention ........
1. What is marine scientific research under the Convention? ......cccvvens
2. General provisions governing the conduct of marine scientific research
3. International co-operation
4. Promotion and facilitation of marine scientific research ......ccoereonnen

Marine scientific research in internal waters, archipelagic waters and the
territorial sea :

Marine scientific research in the exclusive economic zone and on the
continental shelf
1. Overview of rights and duties of the coastal State relating to the granting
and withholding of consent
2. Procedure for requesting and granting consent
3. Conduct during marine scientific research _
4. Rights and obligations after the completion of the research ........ccoruene.
Marine scientific research beyond areas of national jurisdictions ........cccoreern.

1. Marine scientific research in the high seas and water column beyond
the exclusive economic zone

2. Marine scientific research in the area
Scientific research installations or equipment
Development and transfer of marine techonology

Protection and preservation of the marine environment .........o.euvcuson
Responsibility and liability
Settlement of disputes

jii

=

W e W N

{1

10
12
14
15
15

16
17
18
19
21
22
23



Part II
Experience of states in implementing the provisions of the convention
related to marine scientific research

A. International cooperation
B. The planning stage

C. Marine scientific research within areas of national jurisdiction ...
1. Submitting the request for consent
2. Response by the coastal State
3. Conduct during marine scientific research .
4. Rights and obligations after the completion of the research ....covie.

D. Marine scientific research beyond areas of national jurisdiction .....................

E. Scientific research installations and equipment .

E  Development and transfer of marine techonology

G. Settlement of disputes

PartI11

Practical guidance on the implementation of the provisions of the
Convention on marine scientific research

A. General considerations

B. 'The planning stage
C. Submitting the request for consent
L. Submission through official channels

2. 8cheduling considerations relating to a marine scientific research project
application

3. Information to be provided to the coastal State

D. Response by the coastal State
General
Request for supplementary information
Consent in normal circumstances
Discretionary power to withhold consent
Conditions imposed when granting consent
Additional information of importance to the researching State ............
7. Research by or under the auspices of international organizations .........

E. Conduct during marine scientific research
1. Participation by the coastal State

2. Duty to inform the coastal State of major changes in the research
programine

Al S

viii

27

27
28
29

29
29

32
32
33
34
35

37

37
38
39
39

39

41
41
41
41
42
42
42
42
43
43

43



3. Suspension ot cessation of marine scientific research activities _..........
4. Scientific research installations and equipment
5. Portcalls

FE  Rights and obligations after the completion of the research ...,
1. Provision of preliminary reports and final results

2. Access to data and samples
3. Assessment of data, samples and research results
4. International availability of research results
5. Fulfillment of obligations
Annexes

I. Documents related to Part I1I of the guide

Draft standard form A: Application for consent to conduct marine scientific
research

Draft standard form B: Consent to conduct marine scientific research ............
Draft standard form C: Preliminary cruise report
I1. Extracts from the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea ..........
III. List of participants in the meeting of the group of experts on marine scientific
research, New York, 20 to 24 April 2009

AE85G5EERRE

49
19

49

58
59



