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Messaee from Hamdailah Zedan

Executive Secretary, Convention on Biological Diversity

is is a time of
greal promise
5 and grear chal
lenge for the Con
vention on Bologi
cal Driversity, “T'he
wath amiiversary of
the entrey inta force of the Convention is
a4 lme o commemarate its achieve-
IICTIS, 10 dssess s progress, and spur on
etforts to achiove the Larget of .IL'hic\-'in!,'
A slgnificant reduction o the current
sate of biodiversity lass by 2o,

Pruring the negotiations for the Con-
VOO, many -“'!.‘.UL‘\] that cennomic
amd social developmient and poverty
cradivation were the overriding prior-
e and e environmental profection
Aats o sccoimdary dssue, Gradually and
sienficantive over the fasl ten vears;

v veseen @ nragor shift in ll‘.j'nl;im‘:
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regitisite fur amd not oy an dlern

due b eeonomic and social deveiop
ment cHorly, Nowhere wis this change

i outtook more marked thal in the

vecognition by the World Summit on
Sustainable Development in Johannes
burg in 2002 of the contribution of the
work done within the framework of the
Convention to promaote sustainable de-
velopment, the achievement of the Mil

lennitm Develapment Goals (D5 ),
poverty eradication and the livelihoods
and cultural integrity of people.

Given this trinsformation ot global
thinking, it Is encouraging to see the
Conventions principles Laking shape
through comprehensive and interna-
tionally sgreed progrimumes of work
covering all major biomes and guided
[t specific target that provides a clear
rontd map for the work ahead.

The entry inte force of the Carlagena
Protocol on Biosafety on o September
2003 was-also an important milestone
i the implementation for the Conven
tor. The impact of modern biotech
aology on biological diversity las been
an dssue under the Convention: Trom
the carly stage in the negotiations and
the entry into lorce of the Protocol is
Convention

an exampie of how the
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process is capable of producing suc-
cesstul tools for the implementation ol
its objectives. As Partics embark on the
process of negotiating an international
reginie for access o genetic resources
and the Lir and equitable sharing of the
benefits from their use, the lessons
learned [rom the experience of the
Cartagena Protocol will prove extremely
valuable.

I want o congratulate all the States
that
themselves to implementing both the

have  ratified  and  committed
Convention and the Protocol, and |
wish 1o urge those that have not vet
done so 1o follow suit as soon as pos
sible. T would also like 1o cxpress mv
sineere gratitude to all the authors who
fave contributed to this special edition
of the CBI News. Their very personal
views, perspectives and reminiscences
of the process through svhich the Con-
vention has developed are an invalu-
able contribution 1w the history of the
Convention, a tribute to all our past
efforts, and a beacon to guide us o the

work dhead. =8
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